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December 12, 2017

Group declaration for decentralized domestic wastewater treatment in Asian countries at
“The 5" International Workshop on Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Treatment in Asia”

Organizer: Ministry of the Environment, Japan
Co-organizer: Yangon City Development Committee, Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Supported by: Japan Sanitation Consortium, Japan

Johkasou System Association, Japan

“The 5" Workshop on Decentralized Domestic Wastewater Treatment in Asia” was held on December 12, 2017

in Yangon, Myanmar.

The series of workshops on decentralized domestic wastewater treatment in Asia started in 2013 with the

objectives of sharing the knowledge and experience on decentralized domestic wastewater treatment in Asian

countries and forming a network of stakeholders, through discussing the issues related to it, such as management,

regulatory arrangement and standards establishment.

We, the participants of this workshop, hereby agreed on the following declaration based on the results of the

discussions conducted during this workshop;

The current situation of public health and water environment in Asia remains in a serious condition. To
improve this situation, the arrangement of decentralized domestic wastewater treatment systems should
be promoted as an urgent task with higher priority.

The following items are recognized as common challenges for Asian countries, and the importance of
achieving these challenges early is also reaffirmed.

the introduction of combined treatment of black water and gray water;

the establishment of product certification system and performance evaluation system for decentralized
domestic wastewater treatment facilities;

the implementation of appropriate operation and maintenance including sludge management for
decentralized domestic wastewater treatment facilities;

the establishment of a legal framework for decentralized domestic wastewater treatment;

the establishment of training and qualification system for persons engaged in decentralized domestic
wastewater services;

Raising environmental awareness of citizens and governments to validate decentralized domestic
wastewater management;

Financial and economic aspect of decentralized domestic wastewater management with appropriate cost
recovery mechanisms should be given priority consideration.

To achieve the SDGs target 6.3 to halve untreated wastewater for contributing to improvement of water
environment by 2030, dissemination of decentralized domestic wastewater treatment facilities is
indispensable in parallel with centralized treatment systems.

It is necessary to improve inappropriate existing facilities and/or to replace with advanced decentralized
wastewater treatment facilities according to the effluent standard in each country.

The network established through the series of workshops and the knowledge exchange among participants
would be helpful for each country. Besides, it might be possible to play an important role in promoting
decentralized domestic wastewater treatment in the rest of the world.

We expect to have further discussion in the next workshop, which is planned to be held in Tokyo in
September 2018 in conjunction with the IWA World Water Congress, Tokyo.




